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• The voice of professionals in Coventry & Warwickshire
• Developing relationships that grow business
• Events that provide valuable business insights

A look back from our chair, Ian McKinney
Ian McKinney, Service Team Leader at Arthur J. Gallagher took over from 
Jon Wilby as Chairman in the Spring and said “I am really honoured to 
take up the position of Chair of Coventry & Warwickshire First. I would 
like to begin by thanking Jon for his leadership as Chair, ensuring that we 
continued a business as usual approach as far as possible. It stood us in 
good stead ready to begin planning ahead again.”

I was very pleased that we then made a cautious return to in person 
networking and look back fondly on our first informal social gathering in 
September.  Members are showing a real appetite for wanting to network 
and get out and about again, which gave a boost of confidence to our 
Board’s decision to kickstart our First Friday lunch programme.  

We are also introducing new informal, relaxed networking events which 
are proving so popular that we’re planning to make them a feature in 2022. 
One of these new events with a local theme throughout, was our recent first 
ever Quiz night for which I had the pleasure of being quizmaster. We were 
thrilled that 16 teams signed up and such was the positive feedback that 
it’s likely to be an annual fixture.  

One of the very tangible benefits of membership this year was a 
complimentary overnight stay at the boutique Telegraph Hotel, courtesy 
of Ian Harrabin and colleagues. Many of us enjoyed the Hotel’s excellent 
hospitality and were pleased to return for a First Friday lunch in September too. 

I will end by saying thank you to all our members for your support again this 
year, and I look forward very much to meeting you over the coming weeks 
and months as we get back into the swing of meeting in person once more. 

Ian McKinney
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Our programme of FirstTalk online Q&As 
continued early in the year when we  heard 
from: 
• Dr Shade Agboola, Director of Public Health 

at Warwickshire County Council
• Ian Harrabin MBE, Managing Director of 

Complex Development Projects & Chairman 
of Historic Coventry Trust 

• Nick Abell, outgoing Chairman of 
Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership (and winner of the FirstPro 
2020 Outstanding Achievement Award)

• Mark Hart, Professor of Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship at Aston Business School

• Margot James, Executive Chair of WMG 
• Martin Reeves, Chief Executive of Coventry 

City Council
• Sunil Budhdeo, Transport Innovation 

Manager at Coventry City Council
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Check out the events page of our website for more details www.coventryfirst.co.uk

FirstPro 2020 Team of the Year Gallagher

We returned to our First Friday lunches with a visit in October 
to the Anglican Chapel at the London Road Cemetery, followed 
by the Telegraph Hotel in November and a planned informal 
gathering in Leamington in December. With the First Friday 
lunches firmly back in their regular slot, we are planning visits 
to the former IKEA building in January, to the MTC in February 
and in March we will be visiting UKBIC. Our First Friday lunches 
focus on relaxed networking, getting to know colleagues in 
the sector at somewhere topical, unusual or unexpected and 
we’ll be shortly be planning our Spring programme. If there 
is somewhere you would like to visit or a speaker you’d like 
to hear from, please let us know Lorraine@coventryfirst.co.uk 

Welcome to new members
This year we have been very pleased to welcome new 
members Brett Barton and BLB Advisory, Caro Bell at 
Bridge Consulting and Alister Foye and team at The 
Leader Marketing Partnership. Thank you to everyone 
who recommended us, please do keep the introductions 
coming!

FirstPro 2020 trophy handovers
As Chairman during the 2020 FirstPro, Jon Wilby has been out and about 
presenting the winner’s trophies, when lock downs, social distancing and 
corporate restrictions have allowed. At the time of writing, there are still a few 
handovers planned but Jon was delighted to present Arran Kaur, now of Coventry 
University (previously Alsters Kelley) with the Young Professional of the Year 
Award, Prime Accountants for the People Excellence Award and Gallagher with 
Team of the Year Award (which had been led by the Manager Director, Debbie 
Moss).
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