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2019 REVIEW

From Aston Martin to  the Leaders’ Breakfast, 
taking in dungeons and electric cabs along 
the way

Our First Friday lunches focus on relaxed networking, 
getting to know colleagues in the sector at somewhere 
quirky, unusual, unexpected or new.   

This year we’ve visited the Belgrade Theatre and Old Shire 
Hall in Warwick (including the dungeon!), Coventry Transport 
Museum and The Wave, FarGo Village and Coventry Rugby 
Club, LEVC, the University of Warwick’s Sports & Wellness 
Hub, the MTI at MIRA and Martin Brower’s Distribution 
Centre. 
  
The aim of our Breakfast Briefings is for members to gain 
insight from a senior level speaker, a respected high profile 
decision maker or influencer who can speak with authority 
and is able to provide inside knowledge from an informed 
perspective. 

This year we have heard from Andy Street, Mayor of the 
West Midlands, Martin Reeves, Chief Executive of Coventry 
City Council and Monica Fogarty, Chief Executive of 
Warwickshire County Council,  from an expert at Barclays 
on cybercrime and from Aston Martin’s Director of External 
Affairs. 

We have continued with our private cross sector dinners, to 
stimulate debate and provide an opportunity for members 
to put the issues you believe to be important directly to 
key individuals in the region. Themes have included the 
Changing Face of Coventry City Centre and the Impact of 
the Local Industrial Strategy, with the dinner on Effective 
Leadership being rearranged for 20th February 2020.

• The voice of professionals in Coventry & Warwickshire
• Developing relationships that grow business
• Events that provide valuable business insights

A sporting FirstPro, a celebration of the region’s young talent 
and a packed events programme; it’s been another busy year!

Jon Wilby, Partner at Band Hatton Button took over as Chairman early in the autumn and 
said “It gave me great pleasure at our September Board meeting to present James Oliver 
with a small token of the Board’s appreciation for leading the organisation with great 
energy and enthusiasm over the last year.   
 “We’ve had a very busy year under James’ leadership, hosting 19 events with many being 
sold out.  The Breakfast Briefing with Andy Street, Mayor of the West Midlands, attracted 
a capacity audience and was so popular that he has agreed to come and update us again 
on 21st January. Places are already going very quickly, getting our new year off to a flying 
start.  It’s been a pleasure supporting James over the last year and I am enjoying teaming 
up with our new vice chair, Ian McKinney from Gallagher.
One of the highlights was taking part in the regional Professional Services Week for the 
first time, hosting groups of local secondary school pupils to help demystify and raise 
awareness of career opportunities in our sector, helping to play a long term role in the 
recruitment pipeline.”

Pictured with James (third from right) at his final Board 
meeting are (from L-R): Andrew Smith (Shakespeare 
Martineau), Ian Flynn (Invest in Warwickshire), David Slade 
(Wright Hassall), Jamie Skelding (Prime Accountants), Ian 
McKinney (Gallagher), Jon Wilby, (Band Hatton Button), 
Martin Gibbs (Dafferns), Paige Easterlow (Chair, Young 
Professionals network/Dafferns) and John Norton (Coventry 
City Council). 

Ian McKinney, Gallagher being welcomed as 2019/2020 Vice 
Chair by Jon Wilby, Chair

If you have an idea for a venue, a speaker or a discussion theme, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please email Lorraine@coventryfirst.co.uk



We recently announced that our guest speaker for FirstPro 2020 will be *cue drum 
roll* if you missed it - Roger Harrabin, the BBC’s Environment Analyst. Prime 
Accountants are also confirmed as Headline Sponsor, so our planning is coming 
together well for another successful evening.
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AN ACTIVE YEAR AHEAD

• Network at our First Friday lunches at The Albany Theatre, Fyffes ripening centre, 
Manufacturing Technology Centre (MTC), British Motor Museum and Coventry 
Cathedral, amongst many others.

• Join us at our Breakfast Briefing on 21st January with Andy Street, Mayor of the West 
Midlands, and our next cross sector dinner on effective leadership on 20th February. 
Other dinner themes being considered include AI and the future of professional 
services, and the role of corporate gaming in skills development.

• FirstPro 2020 will take place on Thursday 2nd April.

If you would like to attend, please either email Lorraine@coventryfirst.co.uk or 
check out the events page of our website for more details www.coventryfirst.co.uk

Young Professionals network
It’s been another busy year for the Young 
Professionals network and the Board are 
grateful to Paige for leading it with such energy 
and commitment, especially whilst juggling a 
busy day job and studying for exams.   
Thanks Paige!

WELCOME
We enjoyed welcoming lots of lovely new members this year and were pleased to introduce 
new framed membership certificates for all members too. Thank you to everyone who 
recommended us and made introductions to new members, we are continuing to offer 
initial free attendance at an event on a “try before you buy” basis so please do keep the 
introductions coming.

Always our annual showcase event, over 
200 guests attended the “be a good sport” 
FirstPro Awards, themed to coincide with 
Coventry being European City of Sport 2019. 
Our two speakers, David Moorcroft OBE and 
Anna Turney enthralled guests with their life 
experiences which were very funny, touching 
and inspiring, making for a fun night to 
remember.

The winners: 
Ian Harrabin, Tommy Donaldson,  Inspire 
Insurance, Coventry City Council, Band Hatton 
Button and The Wigley Group.  
The sponsors: 
Advent Communications, Band Hatton 
Button,  Barclays, Coventry BID,  Coventry 
College, CWLEP, Mander Hadley and Prime 
Accountants.

FirstPro
2019
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